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PREAMBLE 

 
 
As a government, Toquaht Nation plays a vital role in leading economic development by 
creating the conditions necessary for economic opportunity and growth on and off Toquaht 
Lands. This broad responsibility includes establishing a legal framework to provide for the 
development of long-term economic development planning in order to define and advance the 
vision, goals and objectives of the Toquaht Nation. 
 
Toquaht Nation distinguishes between economic development and business development to 
clarify the complementary roles of government and enterprise in building prosperity. Business 
development is carried out through the Toquaht Nation’s business entities and focuses on 
developing profitable, sustainable, and diverse enterprises consistent with the Toquaht Nation’s 
vision.  
 
This Act sets out the framework for the Toquaht Nation government’s roles in advancing 
economic development, while the Business Development Act (Toquaht Nation) guides the work 
of Toquaht businesses to ensure alignment with the Toquaht Nation’s vision. These Acts operate 
alongside each other to guide the work of Toquaht Nation and its businesses to advance 
collective long-term prosperity and wellbeing. 
 
The Toquaht Nation adopts this Act based on these values. 
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PART 1 - INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS 

Short title 

1.1 This Act may be cited as the Economic Development Act (Toquaht Nation). 

Executive oversight 

1.2 The member of the Executive holding the lands, public works and environmental 
protection portfolio is responsible for the Executive oversight of this Act. 

Authority 

1.3 This Act is enacted under sections 13.11.1, 13.12.1 and 13.12.2 of Chapter 13 
Governance of the Maa-nulth Treaty. 

Application 

1.4 This Act applies to Toquaht Nation economic development. 

Definitions 

1.5 In this Act, 

“economic development mission” means the mission of Toquaht Nation economic 
development, as set out in section 2.1; 

“economic development officer” means the individual appointed to hold the economic 
development office under section 2.9(a); 

“economic development plan” means the plan approved by Council in accordance with 
section 3.1(b); 

“governance and fiscal agreement” has the meaning given to that term in the Business 
Development Act (Toquaht Nation); 

“holdings board” has the meaning given to that term in the Business Development Act 
(Toquaht Nation); 

“holdings general partner” has the meaning given to that term in the Business 
Development Act (Toquaht Nation); 

“manager of business operations” means the individual retained to hold the office of 
manager of business operations under the governance and fiscal agreement; 

“Toquaht business” has the meaning given to that term in the Business Development Act 
(Toquaht Nation). 
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PART 2 - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MISSION AND OVERSIGHT 

Economic development mission 

2.1 The mission of Toquaht Nation economic development is to advance the economic well-
being and quality of life of Toquaht citizens and community, including by 

(a) fostering economic activity on Toquaht lands through enacting or adopting laws, 
rules, regulations and policies related to the regulation of business activity and 
taxation on Toquaht lands, 

(b) establishing and maintaining relationships with other governments, non-Toquaht 
government owned businesses and organizations to attract business activity on 
Toquaht lands, 

(c) developing the infrastructure necessary to support businesses, organizations, 
communities and residents on Toquaht lands, including schools, hospitals, green 
spaces, roads, sidewalks and utilities, 

(d) providing sustainable and diversified sources of revenue for the Toquaht 
government through taxation, development service charges and other fees,  

(e) advancing employment opportunities for Toquaht citizens,  

(f) advancing contracting opportunities for Toquaht businesses, Toquaht citizens and 
businesses owned or operated by Toquaht citizens, 

(g) accessing training opportunities for Toquaht citizens, and 

(h) providing other practical economic benefits for the Toquaht Nation and Toquaht 
citizens, 

in a manner that respects Toquaht heritage, culture, and responsibilities toward the 
ḥaḥuułi (the chiefly territories of the chief) and environment. 

Economic development oversight 

2.2 Subject to this Act, primary oversight responsibility for economic development is vested 
in the Executive. 

Role of the Executive 

2.3 Without limiting section 2.2, the Executive’s oversight responsibility for economic 
development includes the following: 

(a) negotiating rights under the Maa-nulth Treaty that may impact on economic 
development for the Toquaht Nation;  
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(b) establishing and maintaining relationships with other governments and non-
Toquaht owned businesses and organizations to foster business activity on 
Toquaht lands; and 

(c) performing any other duties or exercising any other powers related to economic 
development assigned to the Executive under this Act or any other Toquaht 
enactment. 

Economic development committee continued and mandate 

2.4 (a) The economic development committee is continued as a standing committee of 
Council in accordance with section 2.36(c) of the Constitution. 

(b) The mandate of the economic development committee is to assist Council and the 
Executive in fulfilling their responsibilities in relation to economic development. 

Duties and powers 

2.5 Without limiting section 2.4, the duties and powers of the economic development 
committee include 

(a) developing and recommending to the Executive and Council a proposed economic 
development plan, and 

(b) overseeing the preparation of a review of the economic development plan 

in accordance with Part 3. 

Composition 

2.6 (a) The economic development committee is composed of  

(i) the member of the Executive appointed to hold the lands, public works 
and environmental protection portfolio, 

(ii) the director of assets, 

(iii) the director of lands and resources, 

(iv) the manager of business operations, and 

(v) the economic development officer. 

(b) The economic development officer is a non-voting member of the economic 
development committee and serves as the chairperson of the committee. 
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(c) If one individual holds two or more of the positions listed in subsection (a), that 
individual may appoint another individual to serve as a member of the economic 
development committee in respect of one of those positions. 

(d) An appointment made under subsection (c) must  

(i) be in writing and sent to the chairperson of the committee, and  

(ii) specify the position in respect of which the individual is appointed. 

(e) An appointment made under subsection (c) ends on the earlier of 

(i) the appointing individual revoking the appointment in writing, and 

(ii) a new individual being appointed or otherwise assuming the position 
specified under subsection (d)(ii). 

(f) In accordance with section 2.34 of the Constitution, if the economic development 
committee does not include representation from Toquaht citizens living on and off 
Toquaht lands, Council may, upon recommendation of the Tyee Ha’wilth, appoint 
one additional committee member who 

(i) is a Toquaht citizen, is not a member of Council and either 

(A) resides on Toquaht lands, if the committee does not have 
representation by Toquaht citizens residing on Toquaht lands, or  

(B) resides off Toquaht lands, if the committee does not have 
representation by Toquaht citizens residing off Toquaht lands, and 

(ii) brings particular expertise or other considerations to the economic 
development committee. 

Meetings 

2.7 The economic development committee must meet as necessary to carry out its duties and 
exercise its powers under this Act. 

Reporting 

2.8 (a) The economic development committee must report to Council by oral or written 
report at a meeting of Council when requested by the Tyee Ha’wilth. 

(b) The economic development committee must report to the Executive by oral or 
written report at a meeting of the Executive when requested by the member of the 
Executive holding the lands, public works and environmental protection portfolio. 
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Economic development officer  

2.9 (a) The director of operations may appoint an individual to hold the office of 
economic development. 

(b) If appointed, the economic development officer reports to the director of 
operations. 

(c) If the director of operations has not appointed an individual to hold the office of 
economic development or if the office of economic development is vacant, the 
director of lands and resources must perform the duties and may exercise the 
powers of the economic development officer. 

Duties of the economic development officer 

2.10 The economic development officer must perform the following duties: 

(a) identify and apply for grants or funding available from Canada, British Columbia 
or other persons for economic development, as directed by the director of 
operations; 

(b) assist the economic development committee in the development, implementation 
and review of the economic development plan;  

(c) at the request of the holdings board, assist in carrying out the duties of the 
manager of business under the governance and fiscal agreement; 

(d) mentor Toquaht citizens and provide information, materials and resources to 
support citizen entrepreneurship and business development, and 

(e) perform any additional duties or exercise any additional powers assigned to the 
economic development officer by the director of operations. 

Delegation authority 

2.11 (a) Upon the approval of the director of operations, the economic development 
officer may delegate, in writing, the performance of any of the economic 
development officer’s duties or the exercise of any of the economic development 
officer’s powers to 

(i) a Toquaht director, 

(ii) a Toquaht government employee, or  

(iii) an independent contractor of the Toquaht Nation. 
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(b) Despite the delegation of any duties or powers under subsection (a), the economic 
development officer remains responsible for ensuring that the duties are 
performed properly and the powers are exercised appropriately. 
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PART 3 - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Economic development plan 

3.1 (a) The economic development plan last approved in accordance with the Economic 
Development Act, TNS 03/2012 (repealed by this Act) continues in effect until 
replaced in accordance with this Part. 

(b) On or before June 30, 2030 and at least every five years thereafter, Council must, 
as part of its overall strategic planning, approve an economic development plan 
recommended by the Executive under section 3.2(b), with any changes Council 
decides are necessary or desirable. 

(c) The Executive must ensure that a copy of each economic development plan 
approved by Council under subsection (b) is 

(i) provided to each Toquaht business, and 

(ii) posted on the Toquaht Nation website. 

Economic development plan development 

3.2 (a) The economic development committee is responsible for developing, with the 
assistance of the economic development officer, a proposed economic 
development plan. 

(b) The Executive is responsible for reviewing and recommending the proposed 
economic development plan, with any changes the Executive decides are 
necessary or desirable, to Council for approval. 

(c) Before recommending the proposed economic development plan to Council for 
approval, the Executive must   

(i) present the proposed economic development plan to Toquaht citizens at a 
People’s Assembly and give full and fair consideration to any comments 
provided by Toquaht citizens, and 

(ii) consult with the holdings general partner and give full and fair 
consideration to any comments provided by the holdings general partner. 

Economic development plan contents 

3.3 The economic development plan approved by Council under section 3.1 must identify 
goals and objectives for the next five years in relation to furthering the economic 
development mission, including 
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(a) any regulatory reviews or changes that the Toquaht government plans to pursue to 
better foster economic activity, 

(b) the general types of industries and service providers that Toquaht government 
wishes to attract to Toquaht lands, 

(c) the Toquaht lands that Toquaht government plans to make available for business 
activity, 

(d) the infrastructure that Toquaht government plans to develop to support 
businesses, organizations, communities and residents on Toquaht lands,  

(e) the alignment of economic activity and infrastructure development with 
environmental objectives and responsibilities, 

(f) revenue expectations from taxation, development service charges and other fees, 

(g) job creation goals for Toquaht citizens, 

(h) contracting goals for businesses owned or operated by Toquaht citizens, 

(i) training or mentorship opportunities for Toquaht citizens, and 

(j) other practical economic benefits for Toquaht Nation or Toquaht citizens, as 
applicable. 

Economic development plan review 

3.4 (a) On or before the third anniversary of the approval of an economic development 
plan under section 3.1(b), the economic development committee is responsible for 
overseeing the preparation of a review of the implementation of the economic 
development plan. 

(b) The review referred to in subsection (a) must include an assessment of the extent 
to which the goals and objectives referred to in section 3.3 have been met in that 
economic development plan. 

(c) The economic development committee must ensure that a copy of each review 
prepared in accordance with subsection (a) is  

(i) provided to each Toquaht business, and 

(ii) posted on the Toquaht Nation website. 
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PART 4 - GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Economic Development Act repealed 

4.1 The Economic Development Act, TNS 3/2012 is repealed. 

Consequential amendment to Interpretation Act 

4.2 Section 3.3 of the Interpretation Act (Toquaht Nation) is amended by repealing the 
definition of “economic development committee” and replacing it with the following: 

““economic development committee” means the standing committee on economic 
development continued under section 2.3(a) of the Economic Development Act (Toquaht 
Nation);” 

Consequential amendments to Financial Administration Act 

4.3 The Financial Administration Act (Toquaht Nation) is amended as follows: 

(a) in section 1.4 the definition of “Toquaht business” is amended by striking out the 
words “Economic Development Act” and substituting “Business Development 
Act”; 

(b) section 6.1(e) is amended by adding “7.4, ” between the numbers “7.3” and “7.5”; 
and 

(c) by striking out every occurrence of the words “economic development account” 
and substituting “business development account”. 

Other consequential amendments 

4.4 (a) The Environmental Protection Act (Toquaht Nation), the Resources Harvesting 
Act (Toquaht Nation) and the Government Act (Toquaht Nation) are amended by 
striking out every occurrence of the word “Hahoulthee” and substituting “ḥaḥuułi 
(the chiefly territories of the chief)”. 

(b) Section 3.3 of the Interpretation Act (Toquaht Nation) is amended by repealing 
the definition of “Hahoulthee”. 

Regulations 

4.5 The Executive may make regulations that it considers necessary or advisable for the 
purposes of this Act. 

Commencement  

4.6 This Act comes into force on the date it is enacted. 
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	Economic development oversight
	2.2 Subject to this Act, primary oversight responsibility for economic development is vested in the Executive.

	Role of the Executive
	2.3 Without limiting section 2.2, the Executive’s oversight responsibility for economic development includes the following:
	(a) negotiating rights under the Maa-nulth Treaty that may impact on economic development for the Toquaht Nation;
	(b) establishing and maintaining relationships with other governments and non-Toquaht owned businesses and organizations to foster business activity on Toquaht lands; and
	(c) performing any other duties or exercising any other powers related to economic development assigned to the Executive under this Act or any other Toquaht enactment.


	Economic development committee continued and mandate
	2.4
	(b) The mandate of the economic development committee is to assist Council and the Executive in fulfilling their responsibilities in relation to economic development.

	Duties and powers
	2.5 Without limiting section 2.4, the duties and powers of the economic development committee include
	(a) developing and recommending to the Executive and Council a proposed economic development plan, and
	(b) overseeing the preparation of a review of the economic development plan
	in accordance with Part 3.


	Composition
	2.6
	(i) the member of the Executive appointed to hold the lands, public works and environmental protection portfolio,
	(ii) the director of assets,
	(iii) the director of lands and resources,
	(iv) the manager of business operations, and
	(v) the economic development officer.
	(b) The economic development officer is a non-voting member of the economic development committee and serves as the chairperson of the committee.
	(c) If one individual holds two or more of the positions listed in subsection (a), that individual may appoint another individual to serve as a member of the economic development committee in respect of one of those positions.
	(d) An appointment made under subsection (c) must
	(i) be in writing and sent to the chairperson of the committee, and
	(ii) specify the position in respect of which the individual is appointed.

	(e) An appointment made under subsection (c) ends on the earlier of
	(i) the appointing individual revoking the appointment in writing, and
	(ii) a new individual being appointed or otherwise assuming the position specified under subsection (d)(ii).

	(f) In accordance with section 2.34 of the Constitution, if the economic development committee does not include representation from Toquaht citizens living on and off Toquaht lands, Council may, upon recommendation of the Tyee Ha’wilth, appoint one ad...
	(i) is a Toquaht citizen, is not a member of Council and either
	(A) resides on Toquaht lands, if the committee does not have representation by Toquaht citizens residing on Toquaht lands, or
	(B) resides off Toquaht lands, if the committee does not have representation by Toquaht citizens residing off Toquaht lands, and

	(ii) brings particular expertise or other considerations to the economic development committee.


	Meetings
	2.7 The economic development committee must meet as necessary to carry out its duties and exercise its powers under this Act.

	Reporting
	2.8
	(b) The economic development committee must report to the Executive by oral or written report at a meeting of the Executive when requested by the member of the Executive holding the lands, public works and environmental protection portfolio.

	Economic development officer
	2.9
	(b) If appointed, the economic development officer reports to the director of operations.
	(c) If the director of operations has not appointed an individual to hold the office of economic development or if the office of economic development is vacant, the director of lands and resources must perform the duties and may exercise the powers of...

	Duties of the economic development officer
	2.10 The economic development officer must perform the following duties:
	(a) identify and apply for grants or funding available from Canada, British Columbia or other persons for economic development, as directed by the director of operations;
	(b) assist the economic development committee in the development, implementation and review of the economic development plan;
	(c) at the request of the holdings board, assist in carrying out the duties of the manager of business under the governance and fiscal agreement;
	(d) mentor Toquaht citizens and provide information, materials and resources to support citizen entrepreneurship and business development, and
	(e) perform any additional duties or exercise any additional powers assigned to the economic development officer by the director of operations.


	Delegation authority
	2.11
	(i) a Toquaht director,
	(ii) a Toquaht government employee, or
	(iii) an independent contractor of the Toquaht Nation.
	(b) Despite the delegation of any duties or powers under subsection (a), the economic development officer remains responsible for ensuring that the duties are performed properly and the powers are exercised appropriately.


	PART 3 - Economic development plan
	Economic development plan
	3.1
	(b) On or before June 30, 2030 and at least every five years thereafter, Council must, as part of its overall strategic planning, approve an economic development plan recommended by the Executive under section 3.2(b), with any changes Council decides ...
	(c) The Executive must ensure that a copy of each economic development plan approved by Council under subsection (b) is
	(i) provided to each Toquaht business, and
	(ii) posted on the Toquaht Nation website.


	Economic development plan development
	3.2
	(b) The Executive is responsible for reviewing and recommending the proposed economic development plan, with any changes the Executive decides are necessary or desirable, to Council for approval.
	(c) Before recommending the proposed economic development plan to Council for approval, the Executive must
	(i) present the proposed economic development plan to Toquaht citizens at a People’s Assembly and give full and fair consideration to any comments provided by Toquaht citizens, and
	(ii) consult with the holdings general partner and give full and fair consideration to any comments provided by the holdings general partner.


	Economic development plan contents
	3.3 The economic development plan approved by Council under section 3.1 must identify goals and objectives for the next five years in relation to furthering the economic development mission, including
	(a) any regulatory reviews or changes that the Toquaht government plans to pursue to better foster economic activity,
	(b) the general types of industries and service providers that Toquaht government wishes to attract to Toquaht lands,
	(c) the Toquaht lands that Toquaht government plans to make available for business activity,
	(d) the infrastructure that Toquaht government plans to develop to support businesses, organizations, communities and residents on Toquaht lands,
	(e) the alignment of economic activity and infrastructure development with environmental objectives and responsibilities,
	(f) revenue expectations from taxation, development service charges and other fees,
	(g) job creation goals for Toquaht citizens,
	(h) contracting goals for businesses owned or operated by Toquaht citizens,
	(i) training or mentorship opportunities for Toquaht citizens, and
	(j) other practical economic benefits for Toquaht Nation or Toquaht citizens, as applicable.


	Economic development plan review
	3.4
	(b) The review referred to in subsection (a) must include an assessment of the extent to which the goals and objectives referred to in section 3.3 have been met in that economic development plan.
	(c) The economic development committee must ensure that a copy of each review prepared in accordance with subsection (a) is
	(i) provided to each Toquaht business, and
	(ii) posted on the Toquaht Nation website.



	PART 4 - GENERAL PROVISIONS
	Economic Development Act repealed
	4.1 The Economic Development Act, TNS 3/2012 is repealed.

	Consequential amendment to Interpretation Act
	4.2 Section 3.3 of the Interpretation Act (Toquaht Nation) is amended by repealing the definition of “economic development committee” and replacing it with the following:
	““economic development committee” means the standing committee on economic development continued under section 2.3(a) of the Economic Development Act (Toquaht Nation);”


	Consequential amendments to Financial Administration Act
	4.3 The Financial Administration Act (Toquaht Nation) is amended as follows:
	(a) in section 1.4 the definition of “Toquaht business” is amended by striking out the words “Economic Development Act” and substituting “Business Development Act”;
	(b) section 6.1(e) is amended by adding “7.4, ” between the numbers “7.3” and “7.5”; and
	(c) by striking out every occurrence of the words “economic development account” and substituting “business development account”.


	Other consequential amendments
	4.4
	(b) Section 3.3 of the Interpretation Act (Toquaht Nation) is amended by repealing the definition of “Hahoulthee”.

	Regulations
	4.5 The Executive may make regulations that it considers necessary or advisable for the purposes of this Act.

	Commencement
	4.6 This Act comes into force on the date it is enacted.





